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Fishery Conservation and Management § 679.62

(1) Calculation of individual vessel
catch histories. The Regional Adminis-
trator will calculate an official AFA
inshore cooperative catch history for
every catcher vessel that made a land-
ing of inshore pollock in the Bering
Sea Subarea and/or Aleutian Islands
Subarea during 1995, 1996, or 1997 ac-
cording to the following steps:

(i) Determination of annual landings.
For each year from 1995 through 1997
the Regional Administrator will deter-
mine each vessel’s total inshore land-
ings; from the Bering Sea Subarea and
Aleutian Islands Subarea separately.

(ii) Offshore compensation. If a catcher
vessel made a total of 500 or more mt of
landings of Bering Sea Subarea pollock
or Aleutian Islands Subarea pollock to
catcher/processors or offshore
motherships other than the EXCEL-
LENCE (USCG documentation number
967502); GOLDEN ALASKA (USCG doc-
umentation number 651041); or OCEAN
PHOENIX (USCG documentation num-
ber 296779) over the 3-year period from
1995 through 1997, then all offshore pol-
lock landings made by that vessel from
1995 through 1997 will be added to the
vessel’s inshore catch history by year
and subarea.

(iii) Best two out of three years. After
steps (i) and (ii) are completed, the 2
years with the highest landings will be
selected for each subarea and added to-
gether to generate the vessel’s official
AFA inshore cooperative catch history
for each subarea. A vessel’s best 2 years
may be different for the Bering Sea
subarea and the Aleutian Islands Sub-
area.

(2) Calculation of cooperative quota
share. Each inshore pollock cooperative
that applies for and receives an AFA
inshore pollock cooperative fishing
permit will receive an annual quota
share percentage of pollock for each
subarea of the BSAI that is equal to
the sum of each member vessel’s offi-
cial AFA inshore cooperative catch his-
tory for that subarea divided by the
sum of the official AFA inshore cooper-
ative catch histories of all catcher ves-
sels that made BSAI inshore pollock
landings from that subarea in 1995,
1996, or 1997. The cooperative’s quota
share percentage will be listed on the
cooperative’s AFA pollock cooperative
permit.

(3) Conversion of quota share to annual
TAC allocation. Each inshore pollock
cooperative that receives a quota share
percentage for a fishing year will re-
ceive an annual allocation of Bering
Sea and/or Aleutian Islands pollock
that is equal to the cooperative’s quota
share percentage for that subarea mul-
tiplied by the annual inshore pollock
allocation for that subarea. Each co-
operative’s annual pollock TAC alloca-
tion may be published in the interim,
and final BSAI TAC specifications no-
tices.

(f) Cooperative fishing restrictions. AFA
inshore pollock cooperatives must
comply with the following fishing re-
strictions.

(1) Eligible vessels. Only catcher ves-
sels listed on the cooperative’s AFA
inshore cooperative fishing permit are
permitted to harvest the cooperative’s
annual cooperative allocation.

(2) Quota management. All BSAI
inshore pollock harvested by a member
vessel while engaging in directed fish-
ing for inshore pollock in the BSAI
during the fishing year for which the
annual cooperative allocation is in ef-
fect will accrue against the coopera-
tive’s annual pollock allocation regard-
less of whether the pollock was re-
tained or discarded.

(3) Reporting of cooperative catch. Each
inshore pollock cooperative must re-
port to the Regional Administrator its
BSAI pollock harvest on daily basis ac-
cording to the recordkeeping and re-
porting requirements set out at
§ 679.5(o).

(g) Annual report. Any fishery cooper-
ative governed by this section must
submit annual preliminary and final
written reports on fishing activity to
the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council, 605 West 4th Ave, Suite 306,
Anchorage, AK 99501, for public dis-
tribution. The preliminary and final re-
ports must contain the same elements
and must be submitted according to
the same deadlines as the preliminary
and final reports required under
§ 679.60(d).

§ 679.62 Requirements for vessels and
processors.

(a) AFA catcher/processors and AFA
motherships—(1) Unrestricted AFA
catcher/processors and AFA motherships.
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(i) Catch weighing. All groundfish
landed by unrestricted AFA catcher/
processors or received by AFA
motherships must be weighed on a
NMFS-certified scale and made avail-
able for sampling by a NMFS certified
observer. The owner and operator of an
unrestricted AFA catcher/processor or
an AFA mothership must ensure that
the vessel is in compliance with the
scale requirements described at
§ 679.28(b), that each groundfish haul is
weighed separately, and that no sort-
ing of catch takes place prior to weigh-
ing.

(ii) Observer sampling station. The
owner and operator of an unrestricted
AFA catcher/processor or AFA
mothership must provide an observer
sampling station as described at
§ 679.28(d) and must ensure that the ves-
sel operator complies with the observer
sampling station requirements de-
scribed at § 679.28(d) at all times that
the vessel harvests groundfish or re-
ceives deliveries of groundfish har-
vested in the BSAI or GOA.

(2) Restricted AFA catcher/processors.
The owner or operator of a restricted
AFA catcher/processor must comply
with the catch weighing and observer
sampling station requirements set out
in paragraph (a)(1) of this section at all
times the vessel is engaged in directed
fishing for pollock in the BSAI.

(b) AFA inshore processors—(1) Catch
Weighing. All groundfish landed by
AFA catcher vessels engaged in di-
rected fishing for pollock in the BSAI
must be sorted and weighed on a scale
approved by the State of Alaska under
§ 679.28(c) and be made available for
sampling by a NMFS certified ob-
server. The observer must be allowed
to test any scale used to weigh ground-
fish in order to determine its accuracy.

(2) The plant manager or plant liai-
son must notify the observer of the off-
loading schedule for each delivery of
BSAI pollock by an AFA catcher vessel
at least 1 hour prior to offloading. An
observer must monitor each delivery of
BSAI pollock from an AFA catcher ves-
sel and be on site the entire time the
delivery is being weighed or sorted.

§ 679.63 Harvest limitations in other
fisheries.

(a) AFA catcher/processor sideboards.
The Regional Administrator will estab-
lish restrictions on the ability of unre-
stricted AFA catcher/processors to en-
gage in directed fishing for BSAI
groundfish species other than pollock.
Such limits will be established and
managed as follows:

(1) Calculation of groundfish harvest
limits. For each groundfish species or
species group in which a TAC is speci-
fied for an area or subarea of the BSAI,
the Regional Administrator will estab-
lish annual AFA catcher/processor har-
vest limits as follows:

(i) Pacific cod. The Pacific cod har-
vest limit will be equal to the 1997 ag-
gregate catch of Pacific cod by catcher/
processors listed in paragraphs 208(e)(1)
through (20) and 209 of the AFA in non-
pollock target fisheries divided by the
Pacific cod TAC available to catcher/
processors in 1997 multiplied by the Pa-
cific cod TAC available for harvest by
catcher/processors in the year in which
the harvest limit will be in effect.

(ii) Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch. The Aleutian Islands Pacific
ocean perch harvest limit will be equal
to the aggregate 1996 through 1997
catch of Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch by catcher/processors listed in
paragraphs 208(e)(1) through (20) and
209 of the AFA in non-pollock target
fisheries divided by the sum of the
Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch
TACs available to catcher/processors in
1996 and 1997 multiplied by the Aleu-
tian Islands Pacific ocean perch TAC
available for harvest by catcher/proc-
essors in the year in which the harvest
limit will be in effect.

(iii) Atka mackerel. The Atka mack-
erel harvest limit for each area and
season will be equal to:

(A) Bering Sea subarea and Eastern
Aleutian Islands, zero;

(B) Central Aleutian Islands, 11.5 per-
cent of the annual TAC specified for
Atka mackerel; and

(C) Western Aleutian Islands, 20 per-
cent of the annual TAC specified for
Atka mackerel.

(iv) Remaining groundfish species. Ex-
cept as provided for in paragraphs
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